Sustainable Biofuels for Civil Aviation
An initiative on Sustainable Biofuels for Aviation (SBfA) was launched by the Air Transport Action Group (ATAG), DI Bioenergy,
Copenhagen Cleantech Cluster, and Sustainable Biofuels Network with the main objective of facilitating an international publicprivate collaborative plan and platform for action, a Roadmap 2050, to develop the required sustainable biofuels production capacity
for aviation. The SBfA strategy group will take the initiative forward including a follow-up meeting in Mexico in spring 2012 to
progress the development of the policy agenda in preparation for Rio+20 and the G20 meetings later in the year.
The Road Map 2050 will include the following areas of action, that were recommended by 3GF delegates as areas which can take
biofuels for aviation from small to large commercial scale and thereby support the transition to green growth:
•

Harmonizing regulatory environments to ensure that aviation is not materially disadvantaged over other consumers of
biofuels (currently, most regulation and policy incentives favor biodiesel over aviation biofuels). Harmonizing sustainability
criteria globally across jurisdictions to ensure that sustainably-produced biofuels uplifted in one country is recognized as
such at the destination.

•

Unlocking access to capital for plant and production facilities (there is currently some $28 trillion in pension funds
worldwide, a new asset class for all green technology investments may be a wise way to utilize these funds).

•

Establishing public-private partnerships to narrow the risk of scale up via innovative technology risk insurance, loan guarantees or
other financial products that can accelerate the availability of capital or reduce the cost of capital to drive products to scale.

•

Investing in further research and development in finding new feedstock, increasing feedstock yield and production
processes. Strengthening information exchange at the global and local levels between governments, private sector and the
research community on the availability and maturity of different streams of feedstock.

•

Collaborating across sectors, investors, companies, including partnerships to ensure high sustainability standards and to
provide incentives for airlines to use biofuels from an early stage.

The aviation industry has developed a set of ambitious targets aimed at limiting its climate impact, while enabling it to continue
to provide a key vehicle for economic growth. The targets include: improving fleet fuel efficiency by 1.5 per cent per year until
2020; capping net aviation emissions from 2020; and most ambitiously halving aviation carbon emissions by 2050 compared to
2005. Roadmap 2050 is a milestone in these undertakings with special focus on a rapid transition from fossil fuels to a sustainable biofuels based industry.
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